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I just thought it was one 

more step to a better 

world. 

Q: what changes do you 

think Barack Obama will 

make in the future? 

I think unlike other lead-

ers, he will be more  

peaceful, and will try not 

to go to wars and talk   

things through. 

(continued on pg. 2) 

As everyone 

knows on January 20th 

Barack Obama was offi-

cially sworn in as presi-

dent of the United States 

of America. Many people 

came from all over for 

that historical day. From 

babies to elderly adults 

they were all there. I inter-

viewed some students 

here at Midtown about 

what they thought about 

the ceremony and Barack 

Obama. The students all 

decided that they donõt 

want anyone to know who 

they are, so they are all 

going to be anonymous. 

 

Q: Did you like the inau-

guration, and what did 

you like about it? 

Yes. I liked it because it 

was very classy and emo-

tional. I loved Barackõs 

speech. 

Yea. The thing I liked most 

about it was when Barack 

Obama gave his speech. 

 

Yes, I liked it. I mostly 

liked it because of Barackõs 

powerful speech. 

Q: Why was the inaugu-

ration so important to 

you? 

Guess Whoõs  Making History by: Erykah  
 We all know that 

Barack Obama has went 

down in history, but do 

you know the person right 

beside him?  This unknown 

person is trendy, articulate 

and inspirational.   

 This person grew 

up in the south side of 

Chicago, not the wealthi-

est. But one valuable thing 

she did have was her intel-

ligence. When they were 

young they skipped the 

second grade. When she 

eventually got to the sixth 

grade she was enrolled in 

gifted and talented at Byrn 

Wood Elementary School. 

As she advanced in her life 

she attended Princeton 

and Harvard Law School. 

  This person is not 

just inspirational because 

of her academics but for 

her fashion. She has been 

known as a òTrend Setteró 

and was featured on 

Vogue in 2008. This 

woman has two children, a 

future pet and a popular 

husband. Can you guess 

who this person is? Look 

and read through more of 

the Midtown Message to 

find out!! 
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I think many people are 

pushing themselves to 

meet his expectations, 

and help make where 

we live better. 

 

-Anonymous Student, on Presi-

dent Obamaõs Inauguration  
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After the Inauguration by: Aaliyah  

 



If you were born in 

these yearsñ1913, 1925, 

1937, 1944, 1961, 1973, 

1986, and 1997ñyou are 

an Ox, according to the 

Chinese New Year.  The 

Chinese New Year is in late 

January and early Febru-

ary.   

On the Chinese 

New Year they celebrate 

with fireworks and receive 

red money also referred to 

 

Gong Xi Fa 

Cia!!   

 
(That means Happy 

New Years in Chi-

nese!) 

 

as òlucky money.ó  The 

fireworks are used be-

cause long ago people 

believed that crackling 

flames would scare the evil 

spirits away. 

If you have some 

of these traits you might 

just be an Ox.  If you are 

patient, eccentric, elo-

quent, stubborn, mentally 

and physically alert, you 

have the traits of the Ox.  

Also, oxen speak little, in-

spire confidence, anger eas-

ily, and hate to fail. 

Gong Xi Fa Cia!!  

(That means Happy New 

Years in Chinese!) 

reading are: House on Mango 

Street, The Skin Iõm In, A 

Wrinkle in Time, and Bridge 

to Terabithia. Star Girl, and A 

Tree Grows in Brooklyn,. All 

of these books tie in with the 

unit that we are focusing on 

for the next 6 weeks, COM-

ING OF AGE IN AMERICA. 

Each book is about the life of 
every day children who live in 

America.  

  

 In middle school 

the 6th, 7th, and the 8th graders 

are working on book clubs. In 

the book clubs we all have 

the same book. Every Tues-

day and Thursday we meet 

with our book club members. 

Each time we meet there is a 

new leader. The leader is 

supposed to come up with 
strong questions about what 

happened in the pages the 

group members were to 

read. The books they are 

Here are some quotes we 

got from 3 of the middle 

school students on how 

they like their book club 

books: 

 

Ronald Stewart, 8thðòI am 

reading A Tree Grows in Brook-

lyn. It was a good book. I liked it 

because it was funny.ó 

 

Samone Gibbs, 7th-- òThe book 

club book that I am reading is 

Monster. Itõs very interesting. I 

like how it is written as a 

movie.. 

 

Domonique Woodrup, 6thñòI 

think that The Skin Iõm In is a 

really good book. I like the fact 

that it has to do with real life 

problems.ó 

Chinese New Year By Desmond  

Book Clubs  By : April 
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 I think he will 

stop the war, and I also 

think that he will also sup-

port, and give people their 

jobs back. 

 I feel heõll change 

America for the next four 

years and if weõre lucky 

heõll serve a second term. 

Q: How do you feel 

about Barack being 

president? 

I think many people are 

pushing themselves to 

meet his expectations, and 

help make where we live 

better. 

I  feel really good about 

Barack being president 

because he is the 1st black 

president, and I just feel 

really good about it. More 

power to you Obama! 

 I think heõll 

change the economy and 

the war in Iraq, without 

question. 

After the Inauguration  (Continued)  

 



Midtown Mustangsõ 

Basketball  by Asia 

The Midtown basketball 

team consists of good players in 

grades 3-8 who practice a lot and 

hope to be successful for the rest 

of the season.  The Midtown Mes-

sage interviewed some of the 

players and this is what they said: 

 

Ratrez Colson in 5th grade, 

who is also the team captain, 

says, òI start at point guard. 

Even though we lost to John 

Eager Howard we still can be 

a good team. Our coach is 

Brandonõs father and my fa-

ther will help so the team can 

ébeat John Eager Howard 

next time.ó 

 

5th grader Dever Cunningham 

says, òBasically it was hard 

because we lost 44-4. We did 

not know any of the other 

team players strengths but 

we still played together.ó 

 

Paul Hager in 5th grade says, 

òLast Friday we lost to John 

Eager Howard.  And I think we 

did our best for the 1st game 

in the season.  At the game 

my brother made a two-

pointer and it was good for 

his 1st game.ó 

 

Brandon Coleman in 5th 

grade also says òthe game 

showed  us confidence and 

that it doesnõt matter if you 

win or lose itõs the fun of the 

game that matters.ó 

 

Road to the Superbowl XLIII by Darrier, Treõvon & Elijah 

into awesome skate spots 

using poles, planks or 

ledges. But still, they are 

crazy enough to test it out. 

Finally, career skaters??? 

     You donõt want to 

know, but Iõll tell you anyway. 

They take it to a whole differ-

ent level where a paycheck 

is on the line. They skate so 

you know how good they are 

and you WILL know! They 

travel around the world, get 

featured on T.V. and in 

magazines and get paid to 

do it; total rock stars. You 

choose what skater you 

want to be. Once you have 

your ready to shred!!!         

 On February 1, 

2009  millions were 

watching the biggest 

game of the season. SU-

PERBOWL XLIII!!! 

It was the Pittsburgh 

Steelers VS the Arizona 

Cardinals. 

 It was the 4th 

quarter with 2:35 seconds 

in the game and the Ari-

zona Cardinals had just 

scored 2 points on a 

safety. The rule in the 

N.F.L says if a team gets a 

safety they get 2 points 

and the ball back. The 

score was then STEELERS 

20, CARDINALS 16. 

 On the Cardinals 

next drive, the Steelers #1 

defense stopped the Car-

dinals offense on 2 

straight downs. On 

(continued on p.4) 

Sports Page 
Sidewalk Surfing By: Aaron 

somewhere and not just a 

destination. Skating can 

change [your life] and it de-

pends on the choices you 

make.ó ðJulio Reynolds, 

editor of Transworld Skate-

boarding magazine 

There are 3 types 

of skateboarders: Hardcore 

skaters, rigger skaters and 

career skaters. Hardcore 

skaters skate for one per-

son: themselves. They 

donõt care about publicity. 

They skate independentlyé

even if it means breaking 

the law. Riggers are inno-

vators. They turn busted 

spots or condemned areas 

Pro skaters have a 

lot of experience and love 

entertaining the fans with 

their moves. One of them is 

from Baltimore; his name is 

Bucky Lasek. Bucky was the 

same age as the legendary 

Tony Hawk when he went 

pro. They were both 14! Tony 

Hawk is famous for a move 

known as the 900. (Two-and-

a-half spins in mid-air!) Other 

pros are Bob Burnquist, Bam 

Margera, Mike Vallely, Rod-

ney Mullen and Stevie Wil-

liams. There are many other 

skaters and they all have 

great talent.  

òThe sport of 

skateboarding can take you 
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 5th grade members of the Midtown Mustangs basketball team.  

(From left) Paul Hager, Ratrez Colson, Cameron Roane, Dever 

Cunningham, and Brandon Coleman.   
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Homework Fun by: Dominique 

Woodrup,, Guest Reporter  

When I go home and I have to do my home-

work, I donõt even want to do it. I want to 

watch television or go outside, so I rush 

through my work. But the thing is, when I go to 

school I get my answers all wrong! A friend told 

me to create a list of five ways to have fun while 

doing my homework and now I am sharing it 

with you. 

 

Bring a friend over to do it with you (not 

for you). 

 

Eat a snack while you do it. 

 

Play schoolñpretend you are a teacher and 

you have to take care of paper work. 

 

Relax in a bed or chair while reading. 

 

Turn on some nice music. The rhythm 

helps you get focused. 

 

The Midtown Message Newspaper Staff: 
Advisor: Ms. Ward  

Hey everybody, this is a CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS!!! Do YOU want 

YOUR artwork, poetry, comics, and/or shout-outs for the next issue 

of our newspaper? If you do, go to Ms. Ward, the language arts 

teacher for middle school students. Or you can see one of the mem-

bers of the newspaper staff, listed above!!!!!!! 

Call for Submissions!!! 

Be sure to check out the next issue of 

òThe Midtown Message!!!ó 

 

Asia Cole-El 

April Jones 

Erykah Paige 

Aaliyah Thomas  

Darrien Thomas 

3rd down  Arizona Cardinals 

quarterback  Kurt Warner threw 

an 15 yard pass to wide receiver 

Larry Fitzgerald,  

and Fitzgerald ran 65 yards for 

an Cardinals touchdown. 

 The score was ones 

then Cardinals 23, Steelers 20 

with 1:28 seconds on the clock. 

 It was the Steelers last 

chance to score a touchdown 

and thatõs what they did.  

 Steelers quarterback 

Ben  Roethlesburger  

Superbowl (cont.)   

threw a pass to Santonio Holmes 

in the back of the end zone witch 

he caught and ruled a touch-

down. The Cardinals challenged 

but it was ruled a touchdown. The 

fans in Raymond James Stadium 

were on their feet, well the 

Steelers fans to be exact. 

 The score was then 

Steelers 27, Cardinals 23. that 

winded up to  

be the final score of !!! SUPER-

BOWL!!! XLIII. 



The Fifth Grade Puppet Shows   
Interview by Julianna Lucas;   Writing assistance from Aaron McNabney 

 In the 5th install-

ment in the Harry Potter 

series, the evil Lord Volder-

mort has returned. Volder-

mort is the wizard responsi-

ble for more than fifty 

deaths and tortures, includ-

ing the murder of Harryõs 

parents. Harry is in his fifth 

year at Hogwarts, one of 

the magical schools in Brit-

ain, teaching magic to most 

wizards. In the midst of all 

this, life goes on: Harry 

shares a mind with Volde-

mort, Hogwarts gets a new 

Defense Against the Dark 

Arts teacher and Harry 

takes his Ordinary Wizard-

ing Levels (O.W.L.s) test. 

The new Defense Against 

the Dark Arts teacher is a 

woman who treats teens 

like five year olds and hap-

pens to be as nice as a hun-

gry Rottweiler. As Harry 

takes his O.W.L.s test he 

must learn something and 

pay the consequences for a 

wrong answer.  

News from the Fourth Grade 

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix By Nico Taylor 

clothing, we went to the 

Black Cherry Puppet Thea-

tre studio and attached the 

cloth and embellishments 

with hot glue (with adult 

help). 

 

Q: What is your play 

about? 

A: Our play is about two 

divas that go to the Tow-

son Mall and steal things 

from three stores. The 

store owners want justice 

so they call Drago the 

dragon who tricks the di-

vas and takes them to the 

police.  

 

Q: What is your character 

in this play?  

A: My character in this play 

is Bailey the store owner 

of Macyõs.  

 

Q: Would you like to have 

this experience again?  

A: Yes, I would like to have 

this experience again; it 

was fun and we learned a 

lot.  

 The fifth grade did 

a project with Black Cherry 

Puppet Theatre (BCPT), a 

Baltimore-based profes-

sional theater company who 

work with Maryland schools 

to teach the art of creating 

puppets and a puppet show.  

 

The three plays were: 

  

The Two Stealing Di-

vas in the Towson 

Mall 

The Three Evil Cats 

and Agent Rice 

The Three Friends, 

the Pizza Guys, and 

the Robber 

I interviewed Kennedi Slay-

ton: 

 

Q: How did you make the 

puppets? 

A: We made our puppets 

with newspaper and tape. 

We made a ball of newspa-

per for the head. For the 

òI really love this 

book because of 

its rich detail and 

great story. ò  

 

-Nico, on Harry Potter 

and the Order of the 

Phoenix 
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 I really love this 

book because of its rich 

detail and great story. I 

would recommend it for 

more advanced readers (5th 

through 8th grades) because 

of its 870 page length and 

advanced vocabulary. I 

praise J.K. Rowling for Harry 

Potter and the Order of the 

Phoenix. 

The Midtown Message 


